Spontaneous fungal peritonitis in patients with hepatitis B virus-related liver disease.
Spontaneous bacterial peritoneal infections is recognized as a very common complication of cirrhotic ascites, but isolation of fungus in pure culture from ascitic fluid is relatively rare, even more so in the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV)-negative or nonimmunocompromised hosts. We describe two patients of spontaneous fungal peritonitis where the isolate was Cryptococcus neoformans. Both cases suffered from hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection. The clinical and laboratory profiles of both patients were similar to those of conventional spontaneous bacterial peritonitis. We suggest that it would be prudent to heighten clinical suspicion for fungal peritonitis in such cases.